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Out of Balance:  
Mid-�+�X�G�V�R�Q�·�V���3�D�\�P�H�Q�W�V���Y�V�����6�H�U�Y�L�F�H 

MTA RIDERSHIP ESTIMATES 2007 
BASED ON 2007 MTA ORIGIN/DESTINATION STUDY AND 2007 ON/OFF COUNTS 

COUNTY POPULATION WEEKDAY RIDERSHIP % OF POP 

DUTCHESS 292,878 4,758 1.6% 

ORANGE 379,647 3,563 0.9% 

PUTNAM 99,244 3,549 3.5% 

ROCKLAND 298,545 1,945 0.7% 

Orange and Rockland totals include those using both East and West of Hudson Services. 

Once again in 2008, the Metro-

politan Transportation Author-

ity (MTA), facing enormous 

deficits, turned to Albany. The 

Ravitch Commission made rec-

ommendations to close the 

$1.2 billion gap.  While the 
Commission sought solutions 
�W�K�D�W���Z�R�X�O�G���D�O�O�R�Z���´�H�Y�H�U�\�R�Q�H���W�R��
�V�K�D�U�H���W�K�H���S�D�L�Q���µ���W�K�H���O�H�J�L�V�O�D�W�L�R�Q��
enacted on May 7, 2009 
placed an inequitable share of 
the burden on the four north-
ern counties of Dutchess, Or-
ange, Putnam and Rockland.  
 

Pattern for Progress supports a 
strong regional transit system as do 
many in our region.  However, the 
four northern counties in the Metro-
politan Commuter Transportation 
�'�L�V�W�U�L�F�W���´�F�R�Q�W�U�L�E�X�W�H�G�µ���D�S�S�U�R�[�L�P�D�W�H�O�\��
$275 million to MTA in 2008 via 
ten revenue streams: 
 

�x��Mortgage Tax (MRT-1) .3% on 
mortgages (with less than half 
of the payment eligible to go to 
Metro-North RR) 

�x��Mortgage Tax (MRT-2) .25% tax 
on institutional lenders 

�x��Sales and Use Tax --  .375%  
�x��Franchise Tax 

�x��Corporate Surcharge Tax 
�x��Petroleum Business Tax 
�x��Local Operating Assistance  

(18-b Match to State aid) 
�x��Station Maintenance Payments 
�x��Bridge Tolls 
�x��Rider Fares 

 

By most accounts, only a fraction of 
�R�X�U���F�R�X�Q�W�L�H�V�·���S�R�S�X�O�D�W�L�R�Q���X�V�H���0�H�W�U�R-
North �² which is the only MTA ser-
vice that extends into the Mid-
Hudson region.  This imbalance 
between limited service and over-
payments worsened dramatically 
this year with five new taxes and 
fees: 
 

�x��Auto Registration Fees -- 
$25 annually 

�x��License Fee -- $1/every six 
months 

�x��Taxi Cab Fee -- $.50 per ride 
�x��Car Rental -- 5% 
�x���$�Q�G���´�7�K�H���0�R�E�L�O�L�W�\���7�D�[�µ���² a 

payroll tax of .34% on all 
payroll expenses including 
businesses, not for profit 
organizations, school dis-
tricts, and local government. 

According to statistics released in 
relation to NYS Senate Bill S6267, 
these new taxes may take another 
$100 million out of the Mid-
Hudson.  Legislation sponsored by 
Senator Steve Saland and other 
Hudson Valley State Senators pro-
poses to eliminate the Payroll Tax 
�R�Q���R�X�U���U�H�J�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���W�R���N�H�H�S���0�7�$�·�V��
revenue intact by requiring Con-
necticut to pay its fair share for the 
New Haven line and by increasing 
fares. 
 

In accompanying statistical data, 
Dutchess, Putnam, Orange and 
Rockland are shown to pay MTA an 
average of $32,000 per transit 
rider while the State of Connecticut 
pays only $4,000.  

It is not just decisions of the 
MTA but also those of the  
Governor and Legislature that 
have led to this imbalance. 
Multiple taxes and fees have 
been imposed by Albany with 
the MTA as beneficiary. 


