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Objectives and messages

With the ultimate goal of
protecting consumers and
the environment from the
risks associated with
Improper/unsafe disposal of
pharmaceuticals, the
objectives of this
educational initiative are to:

Build awareness
Promote understanding




Reaching consumers about
responsible medicine disposal

. Potential Targets
. Households
Older Adults
Parents
Caregivers ﬁ
~ Municipalities |
Government Agencies ¢
Recycling Stations

Resource Recovery
Stations




Reaching the media about
responsible medicine disposal

. Potential Targets

Cable Television

Time Warner Cable 6
News

A Community Bulletin
Boards

Radio Stations
WDST
WSPK
WHUD
WGHQ
WBPM




Materials

Brochure and Flyer
For the education of consumers, distribute electronic versions to:
Regional Healthcare Website
Resource Recovery Agencies
Municipalities
Recycling stations
Landfills
Cooperative Extensions
Environmental Management Council
Association for Senior Citizens
Assisted Living Facilities
Local / Hometown Pharmacies
Boy & Girl Scouts
Mid Hudson Valley Regional Chapter of NYS Healthcare Providers
County Offices of the Aging
Co-workers
Bankers
Environmental / Nature Centers

Press Release
Distribute to 9 county local media

PSA Announcement
Local radio stations
Local cable TV / community bulletin boards




Messaging T Impact on
environment

Communicate the importance of proper disposal

Pharmaceuticals can pass through wastewater treatment
facilities into lakes, rivers and streams

A study performed by the United States Geological Survey
(USGS) found low levels of drugs such as antibiotics, hormones
and contraceptives and steroids in 80% of the rivers and streams
tested.
Fish and other aquatic wildlife are being adversely affected

Male fish have been feminized when exposed to hormones.

Anti-depressants and beta-blockers reduce fertility or affect spawning
In certain aquatic organisms

Drug resistant bacteria might develop

Long-term exposure to low levels of antibiotics might results in the
evolution of, or selection for, drug-resistant microbes and bacteria



Messaging T responsible
disposal

RETURN

Where available, take medications to a
local collection event

If there is no collection event, dispose of
drugs in household trash

MIX medications with something
undesirable i ashes, dirt, cat litter,
coffee grounds

HIDE all medications in an outer
container i sealable bag, box or
plastic tube

DISPOSE of drugs as close to trash
collection day
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