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The COVID-19 crisis continues to affect every aspect of our

lives, economy and environment.  The resulting disruption to

our way of life is unsettling. However, the COVID-19 induced

pause provides a unique opportunity for us to reflect on

where we have been, consider where we are now, and where

we want to be in the future. It is important that we

understand and acknowledge the differential impacts of

COVID-19 on communities and work with experts from all

facets of society to deliver more inclusive, equitable and

environmentally conscious economic growth moving forward.

As we prepare to emerge from the pandemic, there is

occasion, to reconsider our development, transportation and

environmental protection policies and practices, think anew

about what growth might look like, 

understand the COVID-19 driven 

changes in what constitutes a safe 

place to live, work and play, and foster

 more sustainable, equal, opportunity 

driven economic growth for the future.

WORKERS WITHOUT A BACHELOR'S DEGREE
HAVE EXPERIENCED LARGEST JOB LOSSES

"Part of what drove the unemployment number so
low during the pre-pandemic period was the ability
to bring those less educated into the workforce and
the creation of low wage jobs.

The charts to the right show these two groups have
been the hardest hit during this economic downturn.
In rethinking the economy we should consider how
to find pathways so these categories aren’t the first
to lose their jobs and have greater means to survive
during a Pandemic.  

We need to consider that for one third of high
school graduates, that is the last level of formal
education.  But that should not mean they cannot
find their way to a middle class life if we are creative
enough."
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WEEKLY ECONOMIC INDEX (WEI)

Source: Authors calculations based on data from Haver Analytics. Redbook Research. 
Rasmussen Reports, The American Association Railroads and Booth Financial Consulting
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The WEI is an index of ten daily and weekly indicators of real economic

activity scaled to align with the four-quarter GDP growth rate. 

JOB LOSSES LARGES IN LOW-WAGE INDUSTRIES

Most job losses have occurred in industries that pay low average wages, where a
disproportionate number of workers are people of color.
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