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The month of January is coming to an end. With that, one of
the three months we projected to be the toughest for the
region, will be done...two to go. Governor Cuomo is starting to
paint the picture for how “the valve” for the economy will re-
open in New York. The Buffalo Bills experiment for rapid
testing was not just a football game, but an experiment to allow
the safe gathering of larger crowds. Is it a return to normal?
No. But it is the start. Today he outlined how wedding
gatherings could take place safely. Our open spaces e.g. parks,
were highly utilized. They will again be much sought after. Use
the next two months to plan for the Spring, Summer and Fall
given the parameters we know. Unfortunately, this will be the
second time that we are operating our economy in the time of
Covid. But we are smarter for having done it once before.
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As government faces unprecedented challenges, officials need to learn of
potential solutions and hear new ideas more than ever before. New York
State recently started the 2021 legislative session and Governor Cuomo
outlined an ambitious agenda to Reimagine, Renew and Rebuild New York.
Shortly thereafter, Cuomo presented the Executive Budget and underscored
the need for federal support to overcome a budget gap or take drastic steps
to reduce spending.

As budget deliberations with the Legislature begin the need for public-
private partnership has never been greater, and lobbyists can help facilitate
shared approaches to address daunting problems. My firm, Brown &
Weinraub, did this at the height of the pandemic partnering tech clients with
those trying to provide information to citizens in real time and responding to
the deluge of unemployment benefit filing, among others.

Government can benefit from the creativity and nimbleness of the private
sector and it’s up to those of us who have worked in and around government
to identify opportunities and make linkages. The businesses
and talent pool of the Hudson Valley can make a real
difference in New York and | look forward to

working with Pattern for Progress to help

make that happen in 2021.

Alex Betke, Esq.
Brown & Weinraub, PLLC

COVID IN THE U.S.A.: LATEST COUNT

Total Reported On Jan. 28

14-Day.
Change

cases 25,8 M+ 165,624 -34%)
Deaths 433,180 . 3,868 | -2%

Source: https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2020/us/coronavirus-us-cases.htm/

PERCENT CHANGE IN INITIAL
UNEMPLOYMENT CLAIMS BY COUNTY

y = : |
/ 1?::: ~ Columbia |/

s 189% |/

Week Ending
1/16/21

G ]
;:;? :/ Columbia |

Jo189% |

Week Ending
1/23/21 i

Source: https://labor.ny.gov/stats/PDFs/Research- .' >
Notes-Initial-Claims-WE-01162021.pdf 4

WEEKLY ECONOMIC INDEX (WEI)

Over Recent Months | Percent (GDP Growth Units)
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The WEI is an index of ten daily and weekly indicators of real economic
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activity scaled to align with the four-quarter GDP growth rate.
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Source: Authors caleulations based on data from Haver Analytics. Redbook Research.
Rasmussen Reports, The American Association Railroads and Booth Financial Consulting



